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Renata, a Norwalk resident, originally from Brazil, is the owner of Lovely Cakes, a full service specialty cake company located in Norwalk, Connecticut. Operating for nearly ten years, Lovely Cakes services banquet halls, restaurants and private clients, creating beautiful custom cakes for all occasions including weddings.  

In 2007, Renata decided to start her one business when her desire to bake was reignited by creating birthday cakes for her three children. She attended the French Culinary Institute in NY to perfect her baking and decorating skills, but realized she would need more help to start a successful business. In 2013, Renata sought help from the Women’s Business Development Council (WBDC).

Already utilizing a commercial kitchen facility, Renata dreamed of owning her own facility that she could use both for her baking and to supplement her income stream by renting space to other aspiring food entrepreneurs. Taking advantage of WBDC’s no-cost entrepreneurial training, Renata attended WBDC’s four-part series How to Start a Food Business, met one-on-one with a financial counselor and participated in a workshop to learn more about the Connecticut Business Express Program.      

After securing a loan through the Small Business Administration (SBA) to purchase her own commercial kitchen facility in Stratford, Renata returned to WBDC in the Fall of 2014. She then participated in another four-part class Saturday Studies, with a focus on optimizing marketing to grow her business and to meet with WBDC’s QuickBooks advisor to organize her business financials.  

Lovely Cakes has been featured in Brides magazine and has won numerous awards including WeddingWire’s Couples Choice Awards and was named a category winner at the U.S. Confection Connection NY Cake Convention.
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‘The Leader of Entrepreneurial and Financial Training for Women in Connecticut
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