 
[image: https://www.ctwbdc.org/Assets/maxene.jpg]When Maxene's next door neighbor told her he had been accepted into Princeton based on his college essay she knew the idea of writing powerful and personal essays had value. She decided she would turn the value of the college essay into a business. 
In 1997 Maxene Mulford launched Uniquely U., LLC and although her business was informal she was achieving repeat business and a viable reputation. However, every great idea has room to grow and Maxene needed to discover the next steps to take in order to achieve long term success. In 2007 Maxene made the decision to take the FastTrac Growth Course with the WBDC in Stamford CT. This was the eye opening experience she needed to optimize her business. "Instead of spinning your wheels you go deeper for a plan to make your business profitable." says Maxene. Maxene's relationship with the WBDC did not stop here in fact her husband, Guy decided to join her at a WBDC Finance Workshop. This would lead him and the business in a new direction. Guy was once a corporate bond trader whom like many others in these economic times was having difficulty finding work. Once Guy signed up for the WBDC QuickBooks class he began to manage Uniquely U's books and has been doing so ever since. 
Maxene has not only been able to get her husband involved but she also credits her daughter for helping to build a database that dates back to the formation of the company. The database has helped analyze the competition, establish a 5 year plan, and most importantly arrived at a 3-phase price structure that has become extremely satisfying to her clients. Maxene has high hopes for the future now that she has been able to overhaul her business, "WBDC has helped my business have great growth and now that everything is in order I'm looking at the big picture". She believes with in the year her profits will continue to increase from the positive changes she was able to make within her business and marketing plan. 
One of the most valuable things Maxene was able to take away from WBDC was her relationship with Patty Clements who teaches marketing workshops at WBDC and is part of the CMO network. She works one on one with Patty on a weekly basis in order to keep focus on her mission and target audience for Uniquely U., LLC. Another goal that was inspired by her involvement with WBDC was Maxene's ability to do pro bono work. She is thrilled to be working with the Domus Foundation to help two high school seniors at Stamford Academy navigate the college-essay writing process. Maxene believes that just as she helps others focus on their ideas and goals she needed someone to do the same for her future. "What I do for other people is harder to do for yourself." says Maxene. With steady work and a little inspiration Maxene's goals have now become reality. In the future she hopes to share her lessons learned and services offered to a national audience.
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