[bookmark: _GoBack]Lib DeNure had a dream of owning a "specialty store " and in the last two years she was able to make it happen!

The decision to actually open Hazel Daze was created in a conversation between Lib and her son Peter on a train back from the NY Gift Fair in 2012. They had been shopping for the on-line store that Lib built many years prior, and were taken by the beautiful crafts designed and produced in developing countries. They purchased unique products, created by artists from all corners of the world and supported by the Fair Trade Federation. These products were produced in positive working conditions and in an environmentally conscientious manner. Lib and Peter imagined sharing these amazing crafts with people face to face, not just through the internet. Hazel Daze was born that day.

In her earlier career, Lib was a nationally ranked horseback rider, showing in Madison Square Garden and across the country. As much as she thrived on the competition, she found herself most interested in mentoring the younger equestrians. Later in life, she became a professional dancer, and while she loved to perform, she found the most satisfaction working with students. She became the Director of Dance and Head Track Coach at The Nightingale-Bamford School, a private school in Manhattan. Her experience as a student advisor was one of the most fulfilling in her life and the relationships she developed with her students have continued to this day.

In 1995 she moved to Fairfield and became a youth fitness coordinator and exercise instructor at the Fitness Edge. She also ran the on-line store from her home while raising her 3 children. While the business was successful, she found herself relishing the personal interaction she had experienced in her past as a teacher. Striving to create some peace and harmony in her life, she began to build a plan ￂﾅ  "Hazel Daze Boutique ".

Hazel Daze has brought Lib back to her roots where being and working with the community is important to her. Now in its 2nd year, the shop has expanded and grown. As a socially conscious store, Hazel Daze promotes the work of several local artists whose creations include an eclectic array of crafts. There are some very cool, one-of-a-kind items, including handcrafted jewelry, semi-precious stone belts and unique lighted wine bottles. These help make the aura of the store happy, welcoming and stimulating to the senses. Hazel Daze tends to pique the interest of people with diverse taste and these local customers come back time and time again.

Rounding out the philosophy behind Hazel Daze is Lib's belief in giving back to the community. Far too often we seem to lose our connection to those around us and don't take time to reach out and help those in need. For Lib, it started when she was a young girl. She ran charity based lemonade stands, volunteered as a hospital aid in the Pediatric Department, worked in a soup kitchen in Brooklyn, and taught English in Africa. Now, through Hazel Daze, she does work to aid several local non-profit organizations.

Last Holiday season, hundreds of toys were donated to needy kids through St Vincent's and non-perishables were collected for the Black Rock Food Pantry, the Thomas Merton House and also books for the bookcases in the new Habitat for Humanity homes. Anytime a customer brought in a food item or book donation, Hazel Daze gave back 10% of the purchase to one of these awesome charities.

This year, Lib plans to increase her 'Shop for a Cause' evenings, where the store stays open late, serves wine and cheese and 20% of the profits from the night go back to one of her favorite charities.

If you wish to be updated on the next event, please follow Hazel Daze on Facebook http://facebook.com/hazeldazeboutique or add your info to the email list via their website.

Hazel Daze has been a client and active WBDC member since 2012. The organization has been an important partner as Lib has worked to help her business grow. She graciously acknowledges the amazing mentoring workshops and business development courses that WBDC has to offer and was honored to host a very successful networking event with WBDC last year
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